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TINKER FIELD RESEARCH GRANTS 
Application Procedure
Tinker Field Research Grants are awarded to university Centers or Institutes of Latin American Studies to provide travel grants to graduate students with little or no previous field experience to conduct pre-dissertation research in specific regions of Latin America (defined as the Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking countries of the Western Hemisphere and excluding Puerto Rico).  The goal of the program is to offer students an opportunity to acquire a comprehensive knowledge of language, terrain and culture; to familiarize themselves with information sources relevant to their studies; to conduct pilot studies and preliminary investigations; and to develop contacts with scholars and institutions in their fields of study.  Information on program eligibility and administration guidelines can be found on pages 6-8.
PROCEDURES FOR NEW APPLICATIONS

Two copies of all proposals, without binders, should be sent to the Chairman and President of the Tinker Foundation, Ms.  Renate Rennie, and must include:

1) A description of the Center/Institute for Latin American Studies including information on the program, graduate student body, faculty specializations, related research/teaching institutes within the university, library resources, outreach activities, publications, pool of potential individual awardees, and other information considered relevant by the applicant.
2) A list of Ph.D.s with a Latin American concentration awarded in the last five years – be sure to include the total number awarded.
3) A statement of the Center/Institute's complete operating budget – exclusive of salaries for teaching faculty – as well as a list of all funding sources from within and outside the university.
4) A description of the planned selection process for field research grant recipients, a listing of anticipated members of the selection panel, and guidelines for disbursement and reporting requirements.
5) A letter confirming the necessary commitment to the matching agreement from the appropriate university authority.  
6) A completed Statistical Summary of Faculty, Students and Courses form, which is included below.  Print and return pages 2-5 only.  For joint applications, each Center/Institute must submit a separate Statistical form.  
DEADLINES

New applications must be received at the Foundation by October 1 of each year.  Awards will be announced by the end of the year.  Contact Kirsten Cowal or Karen Nassi at the Foundation for any questions or assistance with your application.
TINKER FIELD RESEARCH GRANTS
Statistical Summary of Faculty, Students and Courses

Please type directly into this form or print and fill in by hand.  Print pages 2-5 only and include with the additional proposal materials described above.  If completing a joint application with another university, each institution must complete the following form separately.
	GRANT REQUEST
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $10,000 / year
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $15,000 / year


	INSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION

	Legal Name of Univ. or Grant-receiving Institution:
	     

	Tax ID / EIN:
	      

	Center/Institute Name:
	     

	
	     

	Center/Institute 
Mailing Address:
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	Telephone:
	     

	Fax:
	     

	E-mail Address:
	     

	Director Name & Title:
	     

	Phone/Email of Director (if different):
	     

	Administrative Contact
Person (if applicable):
	     

	Administrative Contact
Phone / Email:
	     


FACULTY PROFILE

Use figures from the most recent full academic year and include only permanent, full-time staff.  Also attach a list of faculty members that are associated with the Center/Institute, with their titles and specializations.  Identify individuals on the list as CORE, ASSOCIATE or AFFILIATE according to the definitions listed below.  In addition, rank the individuals as instructor, assistant professor, associate professor or full professor.

	FACULTY 
	

	
	Number of Faculty

	CORE FACULTY 
(50% or more time in area-related work)
	     

	ASSOCIATE FACULTY 
(25-49% time in area related work)
	     

	AFFILIATE FACULTY 
(less than 25% time in area-related work)
	     

	TOTAL
	     


STUDENT BODY PROFILE

Figures for the student body profile should reflect statistics for the previous academic year.  Include only those graduate students pursuing master’s, doctoral or advanced-professional degrees with concentration in Latin American Studies.  If you wish, you may provide this information in a separate list (it should include total numbers).
	MASTER’S STUDENTS

	
	Number of Students

	Social Sciences
	     

	Humanities
	     

	Natural Resources
	     

	Other Specialties (specify):
	

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	TOTAL
	     


STUDENT BODY PROFILE (cont.)

	DOCTORAL STUDENTS

	
	Number of Students

	Social Sciences
	     

	Humanities
	     

	Natural Resources
	     

	Other Specialties (specify):
	

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	TOTAL
	     


	PROFESSIONAL DEGREE STUDENTS 
(pursuing advanced degrees in business, health, sciences, engineering, law, etc.)

	
	Number of Students

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	TOTAL 
	     


	COMBINED STUDENT TOTAL
	     


COURSE PROFILE
Figures indicated below must represent the average number of courses with at least 50% Latin American content offered during a single academic year.  Courses offered during the previous three full academic years should be considered to calculate each average.  (An academic year is equal to two semesters plus summer sessions or three quarters plus summer sessions.)  
	LANGUAGE and LITERATURE COURSES 
(language-training, literature and linguistics courses)

	
	Number of Courses

	
	Language
	Literature

	Spanish
	     
	     

	Portuguese
	     
	     

	Other (specify):
	
	

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


	LATIN AMERICAN COURSES 
(not including language, literature or linguistics)

	Specify discipline:
	Number of Courses

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	TOTAL
	     


Attach a list of courses offered during the previous academic year and identify the percentage of Latin America content in each.  The courses may be presented in separate lists for each semester/quarter or consolidated into one list for the entire year.  


TINKER FIELD RESEARCH GRANTS 
Program Description
ELIGIBILITY

The Tinker Field Research Grants competition is open to accredited United States universities with Centers or Institutes of Latin American Studies.  The university must offer a Ph.D. degree with a concentration in Latin American Studies, although it need not grant a doctorate specifically in the field.  (For example, a Center or Institute is eligible to apply if the university of which it is a part offers either a Ph.D. in Latin American history or a Ph.D. in history with a concentration on Latin America.)

Two or more Centers/Institutes may submit a joint application for a Tinker Field Research Grants award.  Each university must contribute a portion of the matching requirement.  Successful applicants will receive a single award, but each institution must participate in the administration of the program.  Joint recipients are subject to all the regulations governing the Tinker Field Research Grants as detailed in these guidelines.

AMOUNT OF AWARD – MATCHING REQUIREMENT

Two levels of support in the Field Research Grants competition are available – $10,000 and $15,000 per annum.  Centers/Institutes that are less developed and/or relatively new are encouraged to apply for the $10,000 level award.  
Successful Centers/Institutes must match the award with a minimum of the amount awarded with funds from the university or other sources.  The matching monies must be unencumbered, real monies.  Overhead and faculty time are not deemed eligible to meet the matching funds requirement.  The total sum of the Tinker Foundation award plus the matching, unrestricted funds from the university or other sources must be allocated to individual recipients to cover the cost of international and in-country travel and limited field-related expenses.  No administrative costs may be deducted.
ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROGRAM

The Field Research Grants, comprising Tinker Foundation and matching funds, are to be used for grants to students for travel and field-related expenses for brief periods of pre-dissertation field research in Latin America.  The focus of the field research should reflect broadly the Tinker Foundation's areas of interest, however awards are open to students across all academic disciplines.
Individual recipients may be graduate students at the master's or doctoral level, although priority should be given to doctoral students in the early stages of their studies.  The Tinker Field Research Grants are not to be used for advanced dissertation research.  They are intended to provide graduate students with initial experience conducting hands-on field research in Latin America and the opportunity to develop independent research projects.  Citizens of Latin American countries enrolled at United States institutions are eligible to receive 

awards to conduct research in their home countries provided they have no previous field research experience  in that country.  
Grant recipients should be selected by a representative committee incorporating faculty members from the sciences, social sciences, humanities and professional schools with significant experience in Latin America.  All funds (those provided by the Foundation as well as the matching monies) must be disbursed to the recipients in modest grants.  At least 75% of each student’s grant must be used for travel expenses, such as airfare, local transportation, in-country flights and car rentals.  Recipients may use up to 25% of the award for other field-related expenses, including food, accommodations, research expenses, health insurance and visas.  The awards may be used at any time during the calendar year, but must be utilized only for brief research trips, two weeks to four months in duration.  Complete instructions and expenditure guidelines will be provided with the grant notification letter.  
NUMBER AND DURATION

Three new Tinker Field Research Grants may be awarded annually for each funding level.  Each award will be for one year initially, with the possibility of two one-year renewals if the program meets its objectives.  Thus, the total Tinker award at the $10,000 funding level, if renewed for both extensions, will be $30,000 with a matching requirement over three years of $30,000.  The total Tinker award at the $15,000 funding level, if renewed for both extensions, will be $45,000 with a matching requirement over three years of $45,000.

Grant holders are permitted to reapply after a hiatus of at least one full calendar year from the time they complete the final year of their award program, expend all funds and submit the required reports.  For example, if all funds have been expended and all reporting requirements have been met by the end of 2012, the earliest a Center/Institute may reapply is October 1, 2014.  The year 2013 would be the hiatus year, during which an application will not be accepted.
SELECTION CRITERIA

The following criteria will be considered in the Foundation's selection process:

1) Quality of the overall program in Latin American Studies, with particular emphasis on its graduate component.
2) Immediate benefits to the Latin American Studies program that will result from the availability of Field Research Grants at the university.
3) Level of general university support for Latin American Studies as demonstrated by past commitments and future projects.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS and RENEWAL
Center/Institute recipients of Tinker Field Research Grants are required to submit annual financial and narrative reports on dates specified by the Foundation.  Instructions for preparing these reports will be sent with the grant notification letter.  Renewals will be considered upon written request if reporting requirements have been met.  It is not necessary for Center/Institutes requesting a renewal to submit a new application with their reports.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF FOUNDATION ASSISTANCE

Individual student recipients of Field Research Grants are expected to acknowledge the assistance from the Tinker Foundation in any publication, film, or other media resulting from Tinker-supported research.  
CONTACT INFORMATION

For questions concerning the Tinker Field Research Grants program or assistance completing a proposal or Statistical Summary form, please contact Kirsten Cowal or Karen Nassi. 
Kirsten Cowal, Program Officer

(212) 421-6858 ext. 129

kcowal@tinker.org

Karen Nassi, Grants and Technology Associate

(212) 421-6858 ext. 128

knassi@tinker.org

6/2011
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